C HAFTER   V

HOW  THE  REFORMATION  IN   FRANCE
BECAME   A  POLITICAL  PARTY

THE Reformation did not begin in France with an open struggle
between the Catholic and Protestant faiths. Heresies had more
than once divided the Roman Catholic Church; reformers had
often called upon her to cleanse herself, but those very reformers held
in respect the principle which the Church represented. During the
thirteenth century, great teachers like Saint Thomas had achieved the
synthesis of Catholicism and Aristotelianism and had thus set the best
minds of the day at rest. In the universities, fear of the Inquisition had
sufficed to preserve doctrinal unity. Disaffection was rather to be found
among the populace. The ultimate failure of the Crusades had led
many an honest fellow to ask whether Mohammed were not mightier
tEan^ChflfijTrhe Black Death had cast doubts on the goodness of God.
TneChurch's economic power had aroused great jealousy among lords
and sovereigns, who bore it ill that the Pope should have so many tem-
poral goods at his disposal, as well as among the lower clergy, who felt
that the bishops and abbots were too grasping. The Church's political
power was irksome the moment national States began to take shape,
since that power insisted upon its own law courts and supervision of
its own budget, thus functioning as a State within the State. In France
the effects of this national insurgence had been obvious from the days
when Philip the Fair had constrained the will of Pope Boniface VIII.
The higher clergy had turned this feeling to its own ends and had thus
preserved clerical privileges by transferring them to the use of the French
Church alone through the Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges in 1438.
Whereupon the State, in the person of Francis I, had intervened, and
the 1516 concordat had taken the place of the Pragmatic Sanction, but
this economic solution, favourable to the King and to his Treasury, had
not solved the spiritual problem.

And yet in the early sixteenth century this problem was serious. The
latent paganism of the Italian Renaissance had infected even the Papacy
itself; a pope like Alexander VI (Borgia) was not respected because he
was unworthy of respect; the sale of indulgences and the base supersti-
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